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Find out more about us and how to join

our network:

www.ahk-london.co.uk

members@ahk-london.co.uk

+44(0)20 7976 4100

The German-British Chamber of Industry & Commerce is the ݦrst port 
of call for German and British companies wanting to beneݦt from a 
strong business to business network for their operations between 
the United Kingdom and Germany.

We are your partner at every stage of your company’s development:

...at market entry in Germany and the UK

	» free address search with our trade links

	» custom-made address lists for your success

	» help with finding agents/partners and partner 
search mailings

...if you require legal services
	» individual legal advice from our experts

	» support with company formation

	» debt collection solutions

...or tax services
	» help with your Value Added Tax obligations 

in Germany and the UK

...at events and networking
	» access to over 50 exclusive events per year

	» an opportunity to talk to fellow member 

companies

	» eȂective sponsoring opportunities
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We need closer ties between the UK and the EU

As Chair of the Council, I am pleased to report that 2024 
was a successful year for the German-British Chamber 
of Industry & Commerce. We achieved another strong 
financial result, with continued growth in membership 
and sustained demand for our services. However, the 
Chamber is not only a provider of information and 
support, but also a platform for dialogue, enabling 
business leaders to engage with one another and with 
the wider political establishment. Whether through in-
person meetings or virtual channels, we are pleased 
that your feedback confirms we are striking the right 
balance in facilitating these vital exchanges.  Our work 
in this area continues into 2025 through in-person 
meetings where possible. 

In last year’s report, I highlighted the significant 
challenges facing both the UK and Germany. Those 
challenges proved to be even greater than anticipated. 
Both our economies have been grappling with low 
growth, and without urgent revitalisation, we risk 
falling short in addressing the many global challenges 
which confront both countries. Trade is a vital driver 
of economic growth, and in times like these, the 
Chamber’s role in fostering bilateral ties becomes more 
critical than ever. Through our service oȂering and 
information platform we have supported thousands 
of businesses in 2024, cementing our position as the 
first port of call for businesses of all sizes and sectors 
engaging in cross-Channel trade.

On the political front, we welcome the bilateral treaty 
between Germany and the UK, as it will reinforce our 
economic and political partnership. Similarly, the UK 
Government’s stated aim of improving relations with 
the EU is a positive and much-needed development. 
The recent EU-UK summit has provided grounds for 
some optimism, with signs that real progress can be 
made on multiple fronts. In the current geopolitical 
climate where policies pivot and uncertainty and 
instability prevail, it is more important than ever 
that Europe pursues closer political and economic 
cooperation. 

This applies not only in the case of the new US 
administration but also other global players. Germany’s 
new Government, in oȂice since May, is now positioned 
to take on greater responsibility within Europe and on

the global stage. For businesses, it is crucial that 
international markets remain open, that regulatory 
frameworks are upheld, and that trade continues to 
be conducted on fair and transparent terms. These 
are principles to which both Britain and Germany are 
firmly committed. In the current geopolitical climate, 
we must continually advocate for these values to be 
upheld if we are to ensure a secure and prosperous 
future for all.

Reݧecting on the past year, I want to express my 
gratitude to all who contributed to the Chamber’s 
success. First and foremost, my thanks go to our 
President, Sir Michael Arthur, KCMG, for his wise 
counsel and support. I would also like to extend sincere 
thanks to our Vice-Presidents and my fellow Council 
members for their active engagement throughout 
the year. Our appreciation also goes to the German 
Ambassador to the United Kingdom, HE Miguel 
Berger, and his team, for their ongoing support. As the 
Ambassador’s posting will come to end this summer, 
we wish him all the best for his next assignment and 
look forward to continuing the excellent cooperation 
with his successor, HE Susanne Baumann. 

The enduring support of the German Ministry for 
Economic AȂairs and Energy also deserves special 
recognition. Since our foundation, the Ministry’s 
sponsorship has enabled us to develop a robust 
portfolio of services that has empowered many small 
and medium-sized enterprises to thrive in cross-
border trade.

Last but not least I would like to acknowledge the 
hard work of our Director General, Ulrich Hoppe, and 
the entire Chamber team. Their professionalism and 
dedication have been instrumental in everything we 
have achieved.

Above all, I would like to thank you, our members, for 
your continued trust and support. As we look ahead 
to 2025, you have my assurance that we will remain 
steadfast in our mission to strengthen the economic 
ties between our two nations.

Patricia Godfrey

Chair of the Council
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Councillors in 2024

Christoph Weaver

BayernLB, London

Markus Wild

EnBW Generation UK Ltd

Company Secretary

Chris Putt

CH Putt & Co LLP

Clemens Richter

CMR Controls Ltd

Dr Antonio Payano

Bayer UK/Ireland

Markus Seifermann

Seifermann Ltd

Dr Ulrich Hoppe

German-British Chamber of

Industry & Commerce

Vani Manja

Boehringer Ingelheim Ltd

Gareth O’Hara

The Wilkes 

Partnership LLP

David Clapham

Commerzbank AG, London
Carl Ennis

Siemens plc	

Ferran Figueras

Lidl Great Britain Ltd

Dr Markus Grüneisl

BMW (UK) 

Manufacturing Ltd

Chair

Patricia Godfrey

Fidelio Partners

Thomas Birk

BASF plc

Heiner Böhmer

Helaba, London

Marcus Breitschwerdt

Mercedes-Benz Group AG

Johannes Haas

DZ Bank AG, London

Dr SteȂen HoȂmann
Bosch UK & Ireland

Sven Thaler

Luȅhansa 
German Airlines

Councillors in 2024
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A Stable Year Amidst SigniÕcant Challenges 

2024 was a positive and stable year for the German-
British Chamber of Industry & Commerce, despite the 
many external challenges. Our membership surpassed 
the 800 mark, reaȂirming our position as the largest 
bilateral Chamber of Commerce in the UK. While the 
broader geopolitical environment continued to create 
uncertainty for many businesses, the strong economic 
ties between the UK and Germany oȂered a reassuring 
degree of stability. As trade between our two countries 
developed favourably, demand for the Chamber’s 
services remained consistently high.

Our programme of membership activities, ranging from 
networking receptions and seminars to webinars and 
high-level discussions with political figures from both 
nations, was highly appreciated by members and guests 
alike. These events served not only as information 
platforms but also as valuable opportunities for dialogue 
and collaboration.

In 2024, the Chamber once again responded to a high 
volume of enquiries, approximately 10,000, reݧecting 
strong demand for up-to-date information and expert 
advice. Together with some of our member companies, 
we contributed to a variety of webinars, helping the 
business community navigate ongoing challenges. We 
welcome the current British government’s initiative to 
reset and strengthen the UK’s relationship with the EU. 
This is a particularly important development, as our 
surveys consistently show that the vast majority of our 
companies view closer cross-Channel ties as essential. 
The recent EU-UK Summit has oȂered encouraging 
signals that progress is possible.

Brexit has necessitated a restructuring of our educational activities, with some 
programmes no longer being viable. However, we remain hopeful that youth 
mobility will improve in the coming years. It is vital that more young people once 
again have the opportunity to gain work experience and study across borders. 
Building personal and professional connections between our countries is essential 
to sustaining strong long-term economic and political relationships.
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Thanks to our successful activities throughout the year, the 
Chamber delivered another solid financial performance in 
2024. Combined with our existing reserves, this outcome 
puts us in a very good position to navigate future challenges. 
Despite prevailing uncertainties, the outlook for 2025 is also 
positive, with continued high levels of activity and strong 
demand for our services.

I would like to extend special thanks to our Regional 
Committees for their dedicated support. The Midlands 
Committee, for example, organised a well-attended 
Business Luncheon with the German Ambassador, HE Miguel 
Berger, as well as a series of receptions. Similarly, the Annual 
Reception in Scotland remained a key event, enabling 
members north of the border to connect and engage.

Our gratitude also goes to our President, Sir Michael Arthur, 
KCMG, our Vice-Presidents, and the Members of the Council 
for their guidance and support throughout the year. I am 
especially grateful to the Chair of the Council, Patricia 
Godfrey, for her unwavering support, her contributions 
were essential to our achievements in 2024.

We also deeply appreciate the ongoing financial assistance 
from the German Ministry for Economic AȂairs and Energy, 
whose support has been instrumental since our founding. 
Our thanks extend as well to the German Embassy, in 
particular HE Miguel Berger, the German Ambassador to 
the Court of St James’s, for their continued engagement 
and collaboration. The Ambassador will leave London 
for another posting in August. Therefore, we wish him 
continued success in his next position and look forward to 
welcoming his successor, HE Susanne Baumann.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the outstanding work 
of the Chamber’s dedicated staȂ. Their professionalism and 
commitment have been key to our success over the past 
year.

To our members: thank you for your continued support. 
We hope we served you well in 2024 and look forward to 
strengthening our partnership further in 2025 and beyond.

Dr Ulrich Hoppe
Director General
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Chamber Team

Dr Ulrich Hoppe

Director General

Sven Riemann

Marketing Services

George Farthing

Marketing Services

Sabine Marland	

Finance & Organisation

Silke Schoeling

Membership & Events

Evelyn Mensah

Membership & Events

Katja Echzeller

Membership & Events

Ina GoodliȂe

Deputy Director General

Bernhard LoeȂler

Legal Services

Selda Altun

Payroll Services

Christina Cliȅon-Dey

Payroll Services

Claudia Hoss

Payroll Services

Anja Reeves

Tax Services

Martin Werhahn

Tax Services

Verena Gronewold

Tax Services

Anita Kovacs

Tax Services

Sophie Ottenhus

Tax Services

SteȂen Schurr

Tax Services

Simone Zahn

Tax Services

Claudia Krieber

Tax Services

Legal Services

Tax Services

Membership & Events

Marketing Services

Finance & Organisation

Director General



9

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 4

REGIONAL COMMITTEES

Regional Committees
Chairman

Gareth O’Hara

The Wilkes Partnership LLP

Robin Phillips

Chairman

Max Scharbert

Anderson Strathern LLP

Chairman

Juergen Beil

Chairman

Dr Tim H Kannewurf

Schnellecke Group AG & Co. KG

Chairman

Prof Dr Hans Juergen Naumann

Niles-Simmons

Industrieanlangen GmbH

Chairman

Reinhold Kopp

HEUSSEN Rechtsanwalts-

Gesellschaȅ mbH

Members of the Committee

Juergen Beil

Tilman Brunner

Industrie- und 

Handelskammer Hannover

Dr Tim H Kannewurf

Schnellecke Group AG & 
Co. KG

Tobias Loitsch

NeuInstitut fuer 

Technologie in Wirtschaȅ

und Gesellschaȅ

Dr Juergen Ratzinger

Industrie- und 

Handelskammer

Frankfurt am Main

Eastern Germany

Northern Germany

Bavaria Scotland

Northern England

MidlandsGermany
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Directory 2024

https://grossbritannien.ahk.de/en/members/membership-directory
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Annual Accounts
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Sustaining Members


