
Claim back your German VAT by 30 June 2009 
02.03.2009 

If you went to Germany on a business trip or exhibited at a German trade fair in 2008, you can 
potentially save approximately 16 percent of your business expenses by claiming back the 
German VAT you incurred during the trip.  Your application must reach the Federal Tax Office 
in Germany by 30 June 2009. 
Hotel accommodation, training courses, expenses for conferences and exhibitions, meals and 
beverages, car rental and car fuel, parking, public transport and taxi fares are all VAT-refundable 
products and services.  Conditions for qualifying for refund procedure include: not being resident in 
Germany, not having a place of business or domicile in Germany, nor owning property or maintaining 
a branch in Germany. 
Angelika Baumgarte, Deputy Director General of the German-British Chamber, explains: ‘A refund of 
the VAT means a direct saving on costs and can be a real advantage over competitors who are not 
aware of the procedure.  Many companies fail to apply for a refund for two main reasons: they do not 
know about it or they dread the administrative work involved.’ 
More information on refundable expenses can be obtained from the Tax Services Department of the 
German-British Chamber of Industry & Commerce.  The staff there can also carry out the whole 
application process on behalf of your company: from preparing your application in German to filing it 
with the German tax authorities and responding to their enquiries. 
Contact them on 020 7976 4160 or >>e-mail 
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Energy Efficiency in Heat Production 
20.03.2009 

German-British Chamber organises a conference on German-British perspectives 
The German-British Chamber of Industry & Commerce is organising a conference on ‘Energy 
Efficiency in Heat Production’ on Tuesday 28 April 2009 at the Institution of Engineering and 
Technology, 2 Savoy Place, London. 
The one-day conference aims to bring together high level experts and companies from the UK and 
Germany to share experiences and discuss potential developments in a British-German context. 
Topics to be discussed include different aspects of using energy efficient technologies in heat 
production for commercial and private purposes and range from a political perspective to the influence 
on the consumer. 
Sponsored by the German Federal Ministry of Economics, up to eight German companies will present 
their technologies and know-how in this area. In addition to networking opportunities during the 
conference, there will be a possibility for British companies to have individual meetings with the 
German participants from 29 April to 1 May. 
“Energy efficient heat production will contribute to the UK meeting its climate change target” says Dr 
Ulrich Hoppe, Director General of the German-British Chamber. “With this conference, we aim to bring 
together German and British expertise in the sector. Moreover, we would like to encourage 
participating companies from both countries to establish business contacts.” 
The conference will start at 9.00 am, finish at 4:00 pm and is free to attend. For further information 
and registration please contact >> Sven Riemann on 020 7976 4185 or visit our website 
www.germanbritishchamber.co.uk . 
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German-British Chamber welcomes new Chair in the Midlands 
20.03.2009 

The German-British Chamber welcomes Chris Everall of Integra Project Management Ltd as 
the new Chair of the Regional Committee in the Midlands. 
 Chris has run her own company since 2003 and currently manages the Regional Language Network 
West Midlands to assist local businesses with foreign language and cultural issues. Before starting 
her own business, Chris worked for six years in the International Trade Department of Birmingham 
Chamber of Commerce. In 2001, she developed the “Passport to Export” programme which was 
piloted in the West Midlands and then rolled out nationally as UK Trade & Investment’s flagship 
programme for new exporters. 
Chris holds a Language & Linguistics degree from the University of York.  She started her career in 
Germany and then worked in the City of London before moving to the West Midlands. 
The German-British Chamber in the Midlands holds numerous networking events, dinners and 
seminars for local businesses interested in Germany. The Regional Committee is one of the most 
active in the UK and the Chamber has over 60 members in the region. 
 

  



 Hong Kong Lighting Fair 2009 - opportunities for British exhibitors 
22.07.2009 

The 10th Annual Hong Kong International Lighting Fair (Autumn Edition), the biggest lighting 
fair in Asia, will be taking place from 27 – 30 October 2009.  More than 1,500 businesses from 
30 countries will be exhibiting in Hong Kong and over 28,000 international visitors are 
expected.  This year, one of the most important and contemporary topics of the fair will be 
environmentally friendly lights and energy efficient lighting design. 
For the first time, DEInternational, the consultancy arm of the German Chamber Network, is 
promoting the fair in the UK and around the world.  As a member of DEInternational, the German-
British Chamber in London can provide details of raw stand space and shell schemes to British 
companies interested in exhibiting.  Furthermore, DEInternational’s Hong Kong team are organising 
an international pavilion offering various auxiliary services for British exhibitors during the event. 
“More and more British companies are looking to enter in the Asian markets. DEInternational, with its 
worldwide network, supports international trade” says Ian Wivell, Head of Marketing 
Services.  “Promoting trade fairs such as the Hong Kong International Lighting Fair is one of our many 
services tailored to help companies to expand their activities to international markets.” 
At present, the Asia-Pacific region represents 40 percent of the world lighting market and is 
forecasted to increase its share to 50 percent by 2015.  Furthermore, through the introduction of 
energy efficient systems, China plans to cut its lighting costs by approximately 25 percent by 2010. 
More information on stand and shell scheme options as well as DEInternational’s pavilion can be 
found on >> the Chamber’s website.  Alternatively, please contact >> Ian Wivell on 020 7976 4150. 
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Energy Efficiency in Public Buildings – German-British Chamber 
organises a fact finding mission to Germany 
02.09.2009 

The German-British Chamber of Industry & Commerce is organising a Fact Finding Mission 
“Energy Efficiency in Public Buildings” to the German state of North Rhine-Westphalia from 2 
to 4 November 2009. As part of the Energy Efficiency Export Initiative and sponsored by the 
German Federal Ministry of Economics, the project aims to bring British companies interested 
in energy efficiency technologies together with German companies active in that industry 
sector. 
The three-day visit aims to highlight future trends and technologies and explore products and services 
first-hand. After an initial networking event, the British delegates will travel around North Rhine-
Westphalia to visit German manufacturers on-site as well as inspecting reference projects.  
“Energy efficiency will become more important for the public sector with energy costs likely to increase 
even further in future years”, says Ian Wivell, Head of Marketing Services at the German-British 
Chamber. “With this fact finding mission we would like to encourage British participants to take a look 
at innovative products and services offered by German manufacturers.” 
The fact finding mission is free of charge to all participants but numbers are limited. British companies 
pay only for their flights, accommodation and meal expenses. If you are interested in finding out more 
about this unique opportunity, please contact >>Jana Lindner on 020 7976 4188 or visit our 
website http://grossbritannien.ahk.de . 
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German-British Chamber publishes new edition of “Starting a 
Business in Germany” 
12.10.2009 

The sixth edition of "Starting a Business in Germany" has recently been published by the 
German-British Chamber of Industry & Commerce. Thoroughly revised and improved, the 
publication provides a comprehensive insight into the aspects of company, employment and 
tax law when starting a business in Germany. 
After outlining the principles of the German legal system, the main forms of businesses are explained; 
with one chapter dedicated exclusively to the German GmbH. Newly added chapters cover in detail 
German tax law, including VAT. Countless practical hints and tips are included focussing on starting a 
company as well as on the day to day running of that company in Germany. Additionally, sample 
forms such as the registration of a business in Germany or the standard protocol for the formation of a 
GmbH by one shareholder are outlined in both German and English. 
“This publication is intended to save British companies valuable time when setting up a subsidiary or 
a branch in Germany" says Angelika Baumgarte, Head of the Legal Department of the German-British 
Chamber. "Numerous examples will help British businesses to find their way through German legal 
and administrative requirements and understand the sometimes complex issues. Important contact 
details and further reading suggestions complete the book.” 
Due to its practicality and accessibility "Starting a Business in Germany" is an ideal companion for 
British companies who are looking to expand into Germany. The English-language publication can be 
obtained from the legal department of the German-British Chamber. For further information please 
contact >>Angelika Baumgarte, M.A., Tel: -44 (0)20 7976 4144 
Starting a Business in Germany 
Baumgarte/Altmann/Dickert/Fischer/Marks 
104 pages, paperback, London, 6th edition 2009 
ISBN 978-1-902374-08-6 
Price: ₤95.00 
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German-British Chamber organises matchmaking event for creative 
heads 
21.10.2009 

As part of the Creativity World Forum, taking place in Ludwigsburg, Germany on 1 and 2 
December, the German-British Chamber is organising a matchmaking event for UK 
participants.  The Forum brings together creative talents from a variety of industries, among 
them film and television production, music and literature, journalism, architecture and design, 
advertising and software development. Highlights include speeches from MP3 inventor 
Karlheinz Brandenburg, Nokia Vice President Esko Aho, film-maker Doris Dörrie and top 
designer Hartmut Esslinger. 
The Forum is packed with panel discussions and workshops about creativity in the digital age, product 
design and urban lifestyle as well as sustainable buildings in creative cities.  The Chamber’s 
matchmaking service gives creative heads, decision-makers and experts from companies, the world 
of science, politics and business development the opportunity to find contact partners for future 
projects, cooperation and contracts and is available at no additional cost to all registered forum 
participants. 
“Organised meetings during an event such as this are an invaluable aid to targeting and networking 
with the people you want to meet,” comments Ian Wivell, Deputy Director General of the German-
British Chamber. “Furthermore, participants will be marketed to other participants through their online 
profile.” 
More information on the Creativity World Forum be found at www.creativity-world-forum.de or 
on >>the Chamber’s website. Alternatively, please contact >>Ian Wivell on 020 7976 4150. 
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