
Find your perfect business match at Hannover Messe 2010 
08.03.2010 

The success of a trade fair depends on the number and quality of contacts generated.  But 
how can British companies get the contacts they want at a trade fair as large as Hannover 
Messe, the world's leading showcase for industrial technology? 
The b2fair matchmaking event at Hannover Messe (19 – 23 April 2010) offers much more than 
regular "get to know" meetings between companies and represents a professional business 
cooperation exchange platform, aimed at opening new markets and establishing sustainable 
partnerships via tailored and qualified business contacts.  These meetings are arranged and targeted 
in advance so participants have a schedule of meetings when they arrive. 
Last year at Hannover Messe, b2fair registered over 300 companies and arranged more than 2,400 
meetings - an average of around 7 meetings per participant.  “Organised meetings during an event 
such as this are an invaluable aid to targeting and networking with the people you want to meet,” 
comments Ian Wivell, Deputy Director General of the German-British Chamber, a UK partner for 
b2fair. “Furthermore, participants will be marketed to both exhibitors and visitors through their online 
profile.” 
Participation costs EUR 175 for exhibitors or EUR 200 for visitors. The fee includes entrance as a 
visitor to the Hannover Messe trade fair as well as to the workshops and conferences organised 
within the Global Business & Markets, free interpretation service if needed, professional assistance & 
advice from the b2fair Coordination Unit and refreshments at the VIP Lounge.  More information can 
be found at www.ahk-london.co.uk 
  

  



Claim back your German VAT by 30 September 2010 
11.03.2010 

If you went to Germany on a business trip or exhibited at a German trade fair in 2009, you can 
potentially save approximately 19 percent of your business expenses by claiming back the 
German VAT you incurred during the trip. 
Since 1 January 2010 British businesses can submit their claims via a new online system with HM 
Revenue and Customs (HMRC).  Applications can be filed online via standardised forms and in most 
cases original invoices will not have to be provided.  Claims for 2009 have to be submitted to HMRC 
by 30 September 2010. 
VAT may be claimed back on many products and services, such as hotel accommodation, training 
courses, expenses for conferences and exhibitions, meals and beverages, car rental and car fuel, 
parking, public transport and taxi fares.  In order to qualify for the refund procedure you must not be 
resident in Germany, or have a place of business or domicile in Germany, nor own property or 
maintain a branch in Germany. 
Angelika Baumgarte, Deputy Director General of the German-British Chamber, explains: ‘The 
new procedure will make it easier for British companies to file their claims for refund of  German VAT. 
However, the claims will still be dealt with by the German tax authorities. Therefore, any requests 
regarding further information and all correspondence will be in German.’ 
More information on reclaiming your German VAT can be obtained from the Tax Services Department 
of the German-British Chamber of Industry & Commerce. The staff can also carry out the whole 
application process on behalf of your company: from preparing your application to filing it online and 
responding to enquiries of the German tax authorities in German. Contact them on 020 7976 4160 or 
email vat.refund@ahk-london.co.uk. 
  

  



German-British Chamber publishes new edition of its subsidiary 
database 
13.05.2010 

The German-British Chamber of Industry & Commerce has published a new, extended edition 
of its database “German Subsidiary Companies in the United Kingdom & British Subsidiary 
Companies in Germany”.  Containing more than 1,400 subsidiaries in the UK with their 
German parent companies and more than 800 subsidiaries in Germany with their UK parents, 
this database is both unique and comprehensive. 
In total, this new version contains over 4,000 company addresses. The database includes limited (ltd) 
and public limited (plc) companies as well as partnerships and branches.  Where available, the 
subsidiaries include the following information: name, address, telephone and fax number, e-mail, 
website, contact persons, number of employees, turnover, year of foundation, type of company and 
industrial sector or product/service area. 
The database is available on a readily accessible CD-ROM, which allows the running of specific 
queries. This feature also makes it easy to use the database for individual purposes, such as 
mailings.   The database is available from the German-British Chamber of Industry & Commerce at a 
cost of £600.00 (corporate members of the Chamber) or £900.00 (non-members). The database of 
“German Subsidiary Companies in the United Kingdom” is available on its own at a price of £450.00 
and £700.00, respectively. Prices are quoted excluding VAT, but include recorded delivery. 
For more information and to request an order form, please contact Jana Lindner,Tel: +44 (0)20 7976 
4188 or email: press@ahk-london.co.uk .  
  

  



Find your perfect business match with b2fair 
19.08.2010 

The German-British Chamber of Industry & Commerce is a UK partner for b2fair, the 
matchmaking scheme at international fairs in both Germany and around Europe. Combined 
with a visit to some of the world’s leading trade fairs, b2fair offers companies a practical, cost-
efficient way to meet new business partners, customers and suppliers. 
British companies can currently register online via the Chamber’s website for the following events: 

• AMB – International Exhibition for Metal Working, 
28 September to 2 October 2010 in Stuttgart, Germany 

• Global Connect – Forum for International Contacts and Investments, 
26 to 27 October 2010 in Stuttgart, Germany 

• Elmia Subcontractor – Northern Europe’s Leading Trade Fair for Industrial Subcontracting, 
10 to 11 November 2010 in Jönköping, Sweden. 
“Organised meetings during a trade fair are an invaluable aid to targeting and networking with the 
people you want to meet,” comments Ian Wivell, Deputy Director General of the German-British 
Chamber.  “Furthermore, participants will be marketed to both exhibitors and visitors through their 
online profile.”   
The b2fair matchmaking events offer much more than regular "get to know" meetings between 
companies and represents a professional business cooperation exchange platform, aimed at opening 
new markets and establishing sustainable partnerships via tailored and qualified business 
contacts.  These meetings are arranged and targeted in advance so participants have a schedule of 
meetings when they arrive. 
Participation costs start from EUR 175.  The fee includes entrance as a visitor to the trade fair, free 
interpretation service if needed, professional assistance & advice from the b2fair Coordination Unit 
and refreshments at the b2fair Lounge.  More information can be found at www.ahk-london.co.uk  
  

  



German-British Chamber and RSM Tenon offer packaging audit 
certification 
01.09.2010 

The German-British Chamber and RSM Tenon have teamed up to provide British companies 
exporting consumer goods to Germany with advice and a formal audit of their Certificate of 
Completeness.  This declaration is part of the German Packaging Ordinance which ensures 
that consumer packaging is collected from end users and forwarded for recycling. 
British exporters with large amounts of packaging are obliged to submit documented proof of 
compliance detailing materials, tonnage and participation in one or more dual systems.  The 
Certificate of Completeness must be audited by an external party, signed with a qualified electronic 
signature recognised by German law and submitted by 1 May every year to cover the previous year. 
“Co-operating with RSM Tenon, we can now provide a complete service to British companies 
exporting large amounts of packaged consumer goods to Germany”, says Ian Wivell, Deputy Director 
of the German-British Chamber. Philip Coleman, International Contact director of RSM Tenon, adds 
“We are one of only a few services firms in the UK which hold an authorized electronic signature 
necessary for submitting the Certificate of Compliance to the German authorities.” 
The German-British Chamber in London has been advising British exporters for many years on how 
to comply with the many aspects of the environmental legislation.  The Chamber works closely with 
compliance schemes to give British exporters a real choice of systems.  RSM Tenon is a recognised 
leader in providing advice to entrepreneurs and has tremendous depth in experience of advising and 
supporting internationally active businesses. 
If you would like more information or advice on packaging regulations, please contact Ian Wivell at the 
German-British Chamber (Tel. +44 (0)20 7976 4150, email: i.wivell@ahk-london.co.uk) or Phil 
Coleman at RSM Tenon (Tel. +44 (0)7753 584991, email: Philip.coleman@rsmtenon.com). 
  

  



Agricultural Biogas – Production and Use German-British Chamber 
organises a conferenceon German-British perspectives 
07.10.2010 

The German-British Chamber of Industry & Commerce is organising a conference on 
‘Agricultural Biogas – Production and Use’ on Tuesday 16 November 2010 at One Wimpole 
Street, London. 
The one-day conference aims to bring together high level experts and companies from the UK and 
Germany to share experiences and discuss potential developments in a British-German context. 
Topics to be discussed include different aspects of generating and using agricultural biogas for 
commercial and private purposes and range from a political perspective to financial considerations. 
Sponsored by the German Federal Ministry of Economics and part of the initiative “Renewables – 
Made in Germany”, up to eight German companies will present their technologies and know-how in 
this area. In addition to networking opportunities during the conference, there will be a possibility for 
British companies to have individual meetings with the German participants from 17 to 19 November. 
“Biogas is regarded as one of the most effective medium-scale renewable energy systems and is set 
to play a more important role in the UK’s future energy mix” says Dr Ulrich Hoppe, Director General of 
the German-British Chamber. “With this conference, we aim to bring together German and British 
expertise in the sector. Moreover, we would like to encourage participating companies from both 
countries to establish business contacts.” 
The conference will start at 9.30 am, finish at 4:00 pm and is free to attend. For further information 
and registration please contact Sven Riemann on 020 7976 4185 or visit our 
website http://grossbritannien.ahk.de . 
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